Understanding

'} The Doctrine of
Foreordination




The Importance of studying and
understanding the doctrine of Foreordination

e Elder Neal A. Maxwell wrote: "The
doctrine of foreordination iIs one of the

r’{;

A __ doctrinal roads least traveled by.' Yet

it clearly underlines how very long
and how perfectly God has loved eac
of us and known each of us, with our
iIndividual needs and capacities.lt is
so powerful a doctrine, however, that
Isolated from other doctrines, or
mishandled, it can induce false pride,
stoke the fires of fatalism, impact




The Importance of studying and

understanding the doctrine of Foreordination
e adversely upon agency, cause us to foc
on status rather than service, and carry
over into the false doctrine of
predestination... Foreordination Is

clearly no excuse for fatalism, ol
arrogance, or the abuse of agency. It is
not, however, a doctrine that can be
ignored simply because it is difficult.
Indeed, deep inside the hardest doctrine
are some of the pearls of greatest price"
(But for a Small Moment, pp. 95%7)).




The Importance of studying and
understanding the doctrine of Foreordination
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“God does not live in the dimension of time as doev We are
not only hampered by our finiteness (experiential ad
intellectual), but also by being in the dimension faime.
Moreover, God, since ‘all things are present’ witthim, Is not
simply predicting based solely on the past. In waythat are not
clear to us, he sees rather than foresees the futyrmecause all
things are at once present before him” (Things As liey Really
Are [1978], 29; see also Alma 40:8; D&C 130:4-7)




The Importance of studying and

understanding the doctrine of Foreordination
* Once the believer acknowledges that the

past, present, and future are before God
simultaneous|y-exesm ttnmuogn wies abtm matt
understand howv-tnem tthe dimctinime aff
foreordination may be seen somewhat mor
clearly. For instance, it was necessary for
God to know how economic difficulties and
crop failures of the Joseph Smith Sr. famil
In New England would move this special
family to Cumorah country where the Book
of Mormon plates were buried. (Neal A.
Maxwell, "Foreordination," a talk given in
Jerusalem, Oct. 1978.)




An Example from Church History

Joseph Smith Sr. Family moved 10 times
between 1796 and 1816:

Barren rocky soill

Failure of Mercantile establishment

$3,000 ginseng root shipment to China stol
Next three moves an effort to find fertile soll
Typhoid epidemic

Three successive crop failures, ending in the

iInfamous “year without a summer” due to the
largest volcanic eruption in recorded history

Finally relocate to Palmyra, New York




Premortal Agency

e D&C 93:38 e “Again” Innocent
e Alma 13:3,6 < Ordination Faith

e Abraham 3:18- « Great, Noble,
19, 22-23 Good “Rulers”

e Acts 17:26 e Place, time appointec
e Duet. 32:8-9 e Israel also “chosen”




Premortal Agency affects this Life
» Joseph Fielding Smith explained:
"God gave his children their free
agency even in the spirit world, by
which the individual spirits had the

~ privilege, just as men have here, of
choosing the good and rejecting the
evil, or partaking of the evil to suffer
the consequences of their sins. Becau
of this, some even there were more
faithful than others in keeping the
commandments,of the Lord...,




Premortal Agency affects this Life
* The spirits of men were not equal. The
may have had an equal start, and we
know they were all innocent in the
beginning; but the right of free agency

. which was given to them enabled somnr
to outstrip others, and thus, through the
eons of Immortal existence, to become
more intelligent, more faithful, for they
were free to act for themselves, to think
for themselves, to receive the truth or
rebel against it" (DS 1:5859).




Premortal Agency affects this Life

* President Harold B. Lee taught:

"There Is no truth more plainly

| taught in the Gospel than that our
condition in the next world will

depend upon the kind of lives we livt
_ here.... Is it not just as reasonable t
| suppose that the conditions in whic
|‘We now live have been determined
by the kind of lives we lived in the
pre-existent world of spirits?...
Between the extremes of the




Premortal Agency affects this Life
* "noble and the great" spirits, whom
God would make his rulers, and the
' disobedient and the rebellious who
were cast out with Satan, there were
obviously many spirits with varying
. degrees of faithfulness. May we not
‘iﬁ;hassume from these teachings that the
progress and development we made 4
spirits have brought privileges and
blessings here according to our

faithfulness in the spirit world?"
(Decisions for Successful Livingpp. 16445).




Premortal Agency affects this Life

o "All these rewards were seemingly

- promised, or foreordained, before

| the world was. Surely these matter
must have been determined by th

kind of lives we lived in that pre-
_mortal spirit world. Some may
\“ guestion these assumptions, but at
I the same time they have accepted
without any guestion the belief that
each one of us will be jJudged when
we leave this earth




Premortal Agency affects this Life

e according to his or her deed:

- that have been done here
during mortality. Isn't it just
as reasonable to believe the

. we have received here In this

\| earth according to the merits

~of our conduct before we

came here?" (CR Oct. 1973,




Premortal Agency affects this Life

* President Heber J. Grant taught: "We
have been placed upon this earth becaus:
of our faithfulness in having kept our first
estate. The labors that we performed Iin

_the sphere that we left before we cam
~_here have had a certain effect upon our
lives here, and to a certain extent they
‘govern and control the lives that we lead
here, just the same as the labors that we
do here will control and govern our lives

when we pass from this stage of existence

("Reward of Conscience," |mymomxementt e, Feb. 1943, p.
75).




Israel Foreordained: Election of Gra

 Elder McConkie wrote: "The race and
nation in which men are born in this world
IS a direct result of their pre-existemt life. All
the spirit hosts of heaven deemed worthy to

receive mortal bodies were foreordained tt
pass through this earthly probation in the
particular race and nation suited to their
needs, circumstances, and talents. (Duet
32:8-9). Not only Israel but all groups were
thus foreknown and their total memberships
designated in the prermootadliide (A&tss
17:26.)" (Mormon Doctrine, p. 616).




Israel Fo

reordained: Election of Gra

o Joseph Fielding Smith taught: "The
numbers of the children of Israel were
known and the bounds of their
habitation fixed, in the days of old

. when the Lord divided to the nations

t
t

neir inheritance. We conclude,
nerefore, that there must have been &

C

Ivision of the spirits of men Iin the

spiritual world, and those who were
appointed to be the children of Israel
were separated and prepared for a
special inheritance™ 1:59).




Israel Foreordained: Election of Gra

o Elder Melvin J. Ballard wrote: "There was a
group of souls tested, tried, and proven
before they were born into the world, and
the Lord provided a lineage for them. That

lineage is the house of Israel, the lineage
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their
posterity. Through this lineage were to
come the true and tried souls that had

demonstrated their righteousness in the
spirit world before they came here" (lline
Three Degrees of Glory pp. 21821%).




Premortal Covenants
e Elder John A. Widtsoe explained the
significance of these promises and the
Latter-dizy Samis' peartt im tinem: "lim awr
preexistent state, in the day of the great
council, we made a certain agreemer

with the Almighty. The Lord proposed a
plan, conceived by him. We accepted it.
Since the plan Is intended for all men,
we become parties to the salvation of
every person under that plan. We
agreed, right then and there, to be not
only saviors for ourselves




Premortal Covenants

e but measurably, saviors for the whole
human family. We went into a
partnership with the Lord. The working
out of the plan became then not merel

the Father's work, and the Savior's

ork, but also our work. The least of us
the humblest, is In partnership with the
Almighty in achieving the purpose of

the eternal plan of salvation." (utah

Genealogical and Historical Magazin€)ct. 1934, p.
189; see alsdlistory of the Church,6:59-@lL))




Assignments In this life

e Joseph Smith taught: "Every
man who has a calling to
minister to the inhabitants of the
world was ordained to that very

purpose in the Grand Council of
heaven before this world was. |
suppose that | was ordained to
this very office in that Grand
Council" (Teadhmys off tihe
Prophet Joseph Smith p. 365).




Assignments In this life

 Elder Neal A. Maxwell taught: "Just as
certain men were foreordained from
before the foundations of the world, so
were certain women appointed to certain

tasks. Divine®desig--not chance-brought
Mary forward to be the mother of Jesus.
The boy prophet, Joseph Smith, was
blessed not only with a great father but a
superb mother, Lucy Mack, who
Influenced a whole dispensation.
(Conference Report April 1978, p. 13)."




Assignments In this life

* Elder McConkie explained: "Other
spirits, such as those who laid the
foundations of the American nation,
were appointed beforehand to
perform‘§reat works in political and
governmental fields (Wymuon
Doctrine, p. 290).

The work to be done by John the
Baptist, by the ancient Twelve, by
Columbus, by the signers of the
Declaration of Independence, and by
the framers of the constitution of the




Assignments In this life

e United States was all known and
arranged for in advance. And all
these are but illustrations and
patterns, for all of the Lord's work Is

planned and prepared in advance
and those who are called and chose
to do the work receive their
commission and ordination from
him, first in preexistence and then, If
they remain true and faithful, again
here in mortality" (CR_, 4/74, p. 102).




Assignments In this life

e Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: "The
spirits of men were created with different
dispositions and likes and talents. Some
evidently were mechanically inclined,

from them have come our inventors.
Some loved music and hence they have
become great musicians. We evidently
brought to this world some if not all of
the inclinations and talents that we had
there. The fact that one person finds one
bent, like mathematics easy and another
finds it difficult, may, in my judgment, be




Assignments In this life

 traced to the spirit existence. So with
other talents and skills. It was these
characteristics that enabled our Eternal
Father to choose certain individuals for

certain work on the earth, such as Adam
Abraham, Moses and Joseph Smith.... |
IS my judgment that thousands of others
were chosen for their special fields
because they showed talents and
dispositions in that spirit world"
(Answers to Gospel Questions:13839).




Content with our “allotment”
« Elder Henry D. Moyle taught: "l am

sure

today that in our lives many of us wish

that we were something other than

we

are, thinking that their lot is preferable
to our own. But Alma said further, (he
guotes Alma 29:233). | Idediesrect Hiadtwee 28
fellow workers in the priesthood, might

well take to heart the admonition of
Alma and be content with that whic
God hath allotted us. We might we

N
| be

assured that we had something to do wit
our allotment in our pre-existent state.




Content with our “allotment”

e This would be an additional reason for ug
to accept our present condition and make
the best of it. It is what we agreed to
do... We unquestionably knew before wz

elected to come to this earth th
conditions under which we would here
exist, and live, and work. So little
wonder it Is that Alma of old said that we
sin in the thought, or in the desire, or In
the wish that we were someone other
than ourselves. He said further, (quotes
Alma 29:6-9). | have a conviction deep




Content with our “allotment”

e down In my heart that we are exactly
what we should be, each one of us, exce
as we may have altered that pattern by
deviating from the laws of God here In
mortality. | have convinced myself that
we all have those peculiar attributes,
characteristics, and abllities which are
essential for us to possess in order that
we may fiul ffll ttree fiul | gawrpasse affawur
creation here upon the earth. Once
again, that allotment which has come to
us from God is a sacred allotment. It is




Content with our “allotment”

e something of which we should be proud,
each one of us in our own right, and not
wish that we had somebody else's
allotment. Our greatest success comes
from being ourselves. | think that we car
console ourselves best by believing that
whatever is our allotment in life,
whatever is our call in the priesthood, the
Lord has been wise and just, and | might
add, merciful, in giving to us that which
we need to accomplish the particular
purpose of our call (CR10/52, pp. 71/2})




Realization conditioned on faithfulne

« Elder McConkie wrote: "In all this there
IS not the slightest hint of compulsion;
persons foreordained to fill special
missions in mortality are as abundantly

endowed with free agency as are ar
other persons. By their foreordination
the Lord merely gives them the
opportunity to serve him and his
purposes if they will choose to measure
up to the standard he knows they are
capable of attaining" (Mormon Doctrine,
p. 290).




Realization conditioned on faithfulne

* President Harold B. Lee taught: "But
now there is a warning: Despite that
calling which is spoken of in the
scriptures as "foreordination," we have

another inspired declaration: "Behold,

t

(
t

nere are many called, but few are chose
D&C 121:34)." This suggests that...

nere are many who were foreordained

before the world was, to a greater state
than they have prepared themselves for
here. Even though they might have been
among the noble




Realization conditioned on faithfulne
e and great, from among whom the

Father declared he would make his

chosen leaders, they may fail of tha

calling here in mortality" (St e

In Holy Places, p. 9). "Like reckless
spendthrifts they are exercising
their free agency... and are losing
their birthright and the blessing

that were theirs had they proved
faithful to their calling” (YYoouhasold
the Church, p. 172).




Balance between doctrines

 Elder George Q. Cannon taught: "People
confound foreknowledge with
foreordination. Because God fore<kpnoiss
a thing, it does not follow that He has
foreordained it. He foreknew that
Pharaoh would fight Israel and would
reject the testimonies which Moses and
Aaron bore to him. But Pharaoh had the
full use of his agency. It was in his powe
to have accepted the message which
Moses delivered; it was in his power alsc
to reject that message. He chose to rejec
it, and God magnified His name in the




Balance between doctrines

o earth by showing His wonderful works
among the Egyptians. But He did not
foreordain Pharaoh to be damned. His
foreknowledge extends to the uttermost
end of life. He knows all about us....
would like you to clearly understand that
foreknowledge Is one thing and
predestination is another, and there is a
great distinction between the two.... Ever
human being is ordained to be saved, if he
will be. If he iIs damned, it Is because he
chooses the path that leads to
condemnation” (Gospel Truth, 1:142-1413).




Balance between doctrines

o Joseph F. Smith said: "The Lord's hand
IS over all, and therein | acknowledge his
hand. Not that men are at war, not that
nations are trying to destroy nations, not
that men are plotting against the liberties
of their fellow creatures, not in those
respects at all; but God's hand is not
shortened. He will control the results that
will follow. He will overrule them in a
way that you and |, today, do not
comprehend, or do not foresee, for
ultimate good. He foresees the end....




Balance between doctrines

 The Lord God Almighty Is not pleased,
nor was it his purpose or design, or
Intent, to foreordain the condition that
the world is in today; nor did he do so.
He foresaw what would come,... but h
had given them their agency, under
which they are bringing it to pass. The
results of it, eventually, will be overruled
for the good of those who shall live after,
not for the good of those who shall
destroy themselves because of their
wicked propensities and crimes" (féxs
Doctrine, p. 89).




