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Examples Style Levels Design Elements Messages*

Authoritative
Official
Credible
Persuasive
More formal
Precise
Stable

Approachable
Unofficial
Flexible
Cooperative
Informal
Conscientious
Relaxed

Available
Functional
Agreeable
Responsive
Casual
Easy-going
Temporary

Accessible
Influential
Capable
Receptive
Less formal
Consistent
Dependable

Predominately tailored design elements, mixed 
and softened with some untailored design 
elements.

(It’s the mix—or combination—of design elements 
from different levels that creates the message 
appropriate for business casual.)

Tailored
Matched
Jacket layer
Structured
Fitted
Refined quality
Collar/lapel
Hosiery

Straight lines
Angular shapes
Darker colors
Strong dk./lt. 
	 contrast
Firm fabrics
Smaller geometric
	 patterns

Predominately untailored design elements, mixed 
and strengthened with some tailored design 
elements.

(It’s the mix—or combination—of design 
elements from different levels that creates the mes-
sage appropriate for business casual.)

Curved lines
Rounded shapes
Lighter colors
Less dk./lt. contrast
Soft, pliable fabrics
Larger curved 
	 patterns

Untailored
Unmatched
Unlayered
Unstructured
Unfitted
Unrefined
Collarless
Sockless
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Level 4 Defined By:  Suit

Level 2 Defined By:  Collar

Level 1 Defined By:  No Collar

Tailored
Level

Softly
Tailored
Level

Casual
Tailored
Level

Untailored
Level

Bu
si

n
es

s 
C

a
su

a
l

*	 Message communicates first to the wearer and then to the viewer, affecting the way the wearer thinks, feels, and acts or behaves, and then the way the viewer reacts or 
responds.  Within each level are limitless choices of color, fabrics, and patterns used in combination to create subtle degrees of difference in your mood and message.  Each 
level allows for authentic, attractive, and affordable, classic or creative combinations.
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Level 3 Defined By:  Jacket


