J. Lloyd Eldredge
Campus Education Week Handout
Applying Phonics Essentials while Teaching Reading
Using the Book of Mormon

Phonics Essentials:

1) Thec=/s/when it is followed by an e, i, y; otherwise ¢ represents /k/

2) The g =/j/ in ge word endings; watch out for g when followed by e, i, y—sometimes it represents /j/
(gem) and sometimes it represents /g/ (get).

3) The s =/z/ at the end of words when preceded by voiced consonants (b, d, g, I, m, n, r, v, w)---and often
at the end of words when preceded by vowels

4) The consonant groups sh, th, ch, tch, wh, ng represent only one sound (wish, the, thing, church, witch).

5) The consonants in other consonant groups (br, str, s, sp, etc.) each represents its own sound (bride,
strap, sleep, sport, etc.).

6) The following vowel teams represent predictable sounds: ur (ir, er), ar, or, are (air), eer (ear), ay, aw,
oy, ow, igh, ai, oa, ee, ea, au, 00, oi, ou, ue, ew (fur, first, fern), far, for, care fair, cheer hear, hay,
saw, boy, cow or show, fight, rain, boat, seed, meat or bread, pause, moon or book, coin, out, blue
(blew).

7) Single vowels in closed syllables are short (men, got, end, stretch, etc.)

8) Single vowels in open syllables are long (me, go, we, etc.).

9) Single vowels followed by one consonant and e are long (bone, mine, cake, etc.)

10) When the letter a is followed by an I, the a often represents the vowel sound you hear in the words
“call” and “shop.”

11) In words where two or more consonants occur between vowels, the first syllable ends after the first

consonant unit (com-plete, ath-lete).

12) In words where one consonant between vowels- -first syllable ends after the vowel sometimes and

sometimes ends after the consonant (ti-ger, fe-ver; cab-in, rob-in)

13) The schwa sound is heard in unaccented syllables (lem-on, pen-cil, so-fa, a-lone)--the le ending is

pronounced /ul/ (schwa + /I/)
14) The schwa is always heard in the ous, tion, and sion suffixes (famous, attention, session). The ous =
{us/; tion & sion = /shun/

15) The y is a vowel when it is in the vowel position- -open syllable(my), closed syllable (myth), Vce
syllable (rhyme)

16) Wheny is at the end of words (happy, deny), it represents the long sound of e, if it is in the syllable that
is not stressed; it represents the long sound of i, if it is in the syllable that is stressed.

Sample Book of Mormon text: 3 Nephi 15:9-20
Unpredictable Spellings: hold, fold, the, to, en-dure, live, give, have, you, were, there, their, this, they, of,
said, are, a, who, your, Fath-er, any, should, whom, one, know

ph = /f/ (prophet), ie as in “pie” (tes-ti-fied), ie as in “me” (un-be-lief), eo as in “me” (peo-ple), ei as
in “me” (neith-er), er as in “air” (in-her-it-ance) (ver-i-ly),
se = /s/ (house), y at the end of the word (in-i-quit-y)

ar as in “er” in “her” (sep-ar-a-ted)—this always happens with ar and or when they are in
unstressed syllables (buzzard, color)—this might be something to teach when it is encountered.

or as in “her” (word)—this often happens in the language (world, work, worried, etc.)—this
might be something to teach when it is encountered.



3 Nephi 15:9-19

9. Be-hold, I am the law, and the light. Look un-to me, and en-dure to the end, and ye shall live;
for un-to him that en-dur-eth to the end will I give e-ter-nal life.

10. Be-hold, I have giv-en un-to you the com-mand-ments; there-fore keep my com-mand-ments.
And this is the law and the proph-ets, for they tru-ly
tes-ti-fied of me.

11. And now it came to pass that when
Je-sus had spo-ken these words, he said un-to those twelve whom he had
cho-sen:

12. Ye are my dis-ci-ples; and ye are a light un-to this peo-ple, who are a
rem-nant of the house of Jo-seph.

13. And be-hold, this is the land of your
in-her-it-ance; and the Fath-er hath
giv-en it un-to you.

14. And not at an-y time hath the
Fath-er giv-en me com-mand-ment that I should tell it un-to your breth-ren at
Jer-u-sa-lem.

15. Neith-er at an-y time hath the
Fath-er giv-en me com-mand-ment that I should tell un-to them con-cern-ing the oth-er tribes of
the house of Is-rael, whom the Fath-er hath led a-way out of the land.

16. This much did the Fath-er com-mand me, that I should tell un-to them:

17. That oth-er sheep I have which are not of this fold; them al-so I must bring, and they shall
hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shep-herd.

18. And now, be-cause of stiff-neck-ed-ness and un-be-lief they un-der-stood not my word; there-
fore I was com-mand-ed to say no more of the Fath-er con-cern-ing this thing un-to them.

19. But, ver-i-ly, I say un-to you that the Fath-er hath com-mand-ed me, and I tell it un-to you,
that ye were sep-ar-a-ted from a-mong them be-cause of their
in-i-quit-y, there-fore it is be-cause of their in-i-quit-y that they know not of you.
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