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“We Have Lived In a Day of Intense Revelation”

Doctrinal Refinements and Continuous Revelation: (1847-2005)

2 Nephi 28:30; D&C 128:21
D&C 2; Isaiah 11 (2 Nephi 21)
D&C 138

President John Taylor: “Thus saith the Lord unto the First Presidency, unto the Twelve,
unto the Seventies and unto all my holy Priesthood, let not your hearts be troubled, neither
be ye concerned about the management and organization of my Church and Priesthood
and the accomplishment of my work. Fear me and observe my laws and | will reveal unto
you, from time to time, through channels that | have appointed, everything that shall be
necessary for the future development and perfection of my Church, for the adjustment and
rolling forth of my kingdom, and for the building up and the establishment of my Zion.
For ye are my Priesthood and | am our God. Even so. Amen.” (Messages of the First
Presidency, Bookcraft, 1965, 2:354)

President J. Reuben Clark, Jr.: “I have tried to indicate, so that there would be no doubt
left in your minds, that the Welfare Plan is based upon revelation, that the setting up of the
machinery is the result of a revelation by the Holy Ghost to President Grant, that it has been
carried on since that time by equivalent revelations which have come to the brethren who
have had it in their charge. Please do not go away with the thought in your hearts that this
is merely somebody’s chance idea or dream” (Church Section, Deseret News, 8 August
1951, 15).

President Marion G. Romney: “I have visions of the welfare program of the future. 1 am
sure that we are just in the beginning of welfare work. | have certain knowledge, as you
do, that the Savior will come soon . . . Before He comes, this world is going to have some
experiences that we can’t quite appreciate, even though we read the scriptures and see the
writings in the books and see the signs of the times. This people will have to stand on their
own feet when the world is shaken down, as sin and corruption and wickedness are wiped
off the earth. The Lord can’t come to a filthy world. The welfare program is to help
prepare us to live the United Order” (Remarks at the dedication of the Storehouse at
Welfare Square, 25 May 1976).

President Harold B. Lee: “I come to you tonight subdued in spirit, I come to you with a
sincere witness that the Lord is revealing and working through channels that he has
appointed. Don’t you ever let anybody tell you, the membership of the Church, that the
Lord is not today revealing and directing and developing plans which are needed to
concentrate the entire forces of this Church to meet the challenge of the insidious forces at
work to thwart and to tear down and to undermine the church and kingdom of God.

“I bear you my solemn witness that I know that God is directing this work today
and revealing his mind and will. The light is shining through, and if we can get the



priesthood now to come alive and to put into full gear the full strength of the priesthood, we
shall see some of the most wonderful developments and some of the greatest things happen
to the forces which the Lord can set in motion that we have ever known in this
dispensation” (Conference Report, October 1962, 83).

President Boyd K. Packer: “Correlation has been a monumental success. | don’t know
where we would be or what we would have done had the great movement not been
introduced when it was. That, to me, certifies an influence far in excess of what mortal
man might have dreamt might be accomplished. We have lived in a day of intense
revelation. | have had the feeling that, except perhaps for those years immediately
following the First Vision, this last generation has seen the most intense pattern of
revelation from the Almighty to His Church” (Address to the All-Church Coordinating
Council, 16 October 1990).

President Gordon B. Hinckley: “I need not remind you that the world we are in is a world
of turmoil, of shifting values. Shrill voices call out for one thing or another in betrayal of
time-tested standards of behavior. The moral moorings of our society have been badly
shaken. So many of the youth of the world, and likewise so many of their elders, listen only
to the seductive voice of self-gratification. . . .

“ The accumulated wisdom of centuries declares with clarity and certainty that the
greater happiness, the greater security, the greater peace of mind, the deeper reservoirs of
love are experienced only by those who walk according to time-tested standards of virtue
before marriage and total fidelity within marriage. . . .

“There are those who would have us believe in the validity of what they choose to
call same-sex marriage. Our hearts reach out to those who struggle with feelings of affinity
for the same gender. We remember you before the Lord, we sympathize with you, we
regard you as our brothers and sisters. However, we cannot condone immoral practices on
your part any more than we can condone immoral practices on the part of others. . ..

“It is the home which produces the nursery stock of new generations. | hope you
mothers will realize that when all is said and done, you have no more compelling
responsibility, nor any laden with greater rewards, than the nurture you give your children
in an environment of security, peace, companionship, love and motivation to grow and do
well. . ..

“With so much sophistry that is passed off as truth, with so much of deception
concerning standards and values, with so much of allurement and enticement to take on the
slow stain of the world, we have felt to warn and forewarn. In furtherance of this we of the
First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve Apostles now issue a proclamation to the
Church and to the world as a declaration and reaffirmation of standards, doctrines, and
practices relative to the family which the prophets, seers, and revelators of this church have
repeatedly stated throughout its history. | now take the opportunity of reading to you this
proclamation” (Excerpts from an address to the Relief Society Sisters of the Church that
introduced to the world “The Family: A Proclamation to the World,” Ensign, November
1995, 99-102).
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