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Let your light shine online



“There are a lot of people today who would like 
to know more about our faith but they are 
concerned about having their privacy invaded. 
They want to look at things in their own time 
and in their own way. They do not want to 
feel...any pressure…. We feel that the Internet 
and the privacy that it affords people is a 
wonderful way to do that.... There are a lot of 
people who are just not going to call a 
number.... But they will go to the Internet
and look into it and we think that's happening 
on a significant scale.”

Elder Quentin L. Cook

People “Go to the Internet” to Learn about the Church



...and they use Google or other search engines more often 
than Church-owned websites.

People “Go to the Internet” to Learn about the Church



Unfortunately, the Internet is full of 
deceitful and demeaning voices.



They Want Answers from Someone Like You

“The emergence of New Media is facilitating a world-
wide conversation on almost every subject including 
religion, and nearly everyone can participate.

“Conversations will continue whether or not we 
choose to participate in them. But we cannot stand 
on the sidelines while others, including our critics, 
attempt to define what the Church teaches.

“The challenge is that there are too many people 
participating in conversation about the Church for 
our Church personnel to converse with and respond 
to individually. We cannot answer every question, 
satisfy every inquiry, and respond to every 
inaccuracy that exists. ...some who seek answers 
want them to come directly from a member of 
the Church, like each one of you.”

Elder M. Russell Ballard
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This blog post on tithing led to a missionary referral.
This should happen all the time.

A Success Story



Our Vision

Facilitate personal expressions of faith
Illuminate the fruits of Church members
Reach out to friends of other faiths using 
their own vocabulary
Publish and market high quality content

Multiple domains
Multiple keywords
Multiple languages

Provide a non-authoritative voice
Refer people to the Church



Results
We use a color-coded report to measure our progress, 
with each square representing 1 page in the search engine 
results for a given keyword. The “bluer,” the better.



English Results

October 2005

July 2008



Spanish Results

October 2006

July 2008



Portuguese Results

June 2006

July 2008



Italian Results

June 2006

July 2008



YouTube Results

Jan 2008

July 2008



Facilitate Personal Expressions of 
Faith 

We provide tools and training for Church 
members to share their beliefs on the 
Internet.



MormonWiki.com



MormonWiki.com

24 Languages # of Articles

English 1,420

Italian 613

Spanish 594

Portuguese 456

French 268

German 195

Chinese 153

Japanese 127

...

30% written by volunteers



MormonTestimonies.org



19

Christ.org



20

MormonChurch.com



21

LDSblogs.com



MormonWoman.org



ModernProphets.com



YouTube

YouTube is the 4th most visited site on the Web, 
another avenue for sharing the Gospel.



Illuminate Fruits of Members

We provide communities where friends of 
other faiths can observe and interact with 
Church members.



LDS.net

LDS.net allows members (12,000 so far) to do online 
missionary work by sharing videos, blogs, photos, news, 
testimonies, and more.



Facebook

Join the other 22,000 Facebook users who use our Facebook 
application to share testimonies and scriptures.

http://apps.facebook.com/theldsapp

http://apps.facebook.com/theldsapp


Using Their Vocabulary

And Ammon began to speak unto him with boldness, and 
said unto him: “Believest thou that there is a God?”

And he answered, and said unto him: “I do not know 
what that meaneth.”

And then Ammon said: “Believest thou that there is a 
Great Spirit?”

And he said, “Yea.”

And Ammon said: “This is God.”

(Alma 18:24-28, quotation marks added)

http://scriptures.lds.org/en/alma/18/24-28#24


Using Their Vocabulary
If the Internet had come 2,000 years earlier, King Lamoni might 
have used a search engine to learn about the “Great Spirit.”

Accordingly, Ammon's personal blog would have mentioned the 
"Great Spirit." Then Ammon would have explained, "This is God."

• Mormon beliefs
• Mormon church
• Mormon missionaries
• Mormon temples



Publishing Quality Content

Multiple domains
Multiple keywords
Multiple languages



Publishing Partners



#1 site for “Mormon Beliefs”

Every 5 minutes someone searches “Mormon beliefs” and visits our website



#1 site for “Mormon Religion”

Every 8 minutes someone searches “Mormon religion” and visits our website



“Non-Authority”

“A commercial claiming that a new shampoo makes your 
hair bouncier has less credibility than hearing your best 
friend rave about how a new shampoo made her own hair 
bouncier. Well, duh. The company wants to sell you 
shampoo. Your friend doesn't, so she gets more trust 
points. The takeaway is that it can be the honesty and 
trustworthiness of our sources, not their status, that 
allows them to act as authorities. Sometimes 
antiauthorities are even better than authorities.” 
(Made to Stick, pp. 136-37)



“Non-Authority”

Amulek was a "non-authority" for the prophet Alma:
“I am also a man of no small reputation among all 
those who know me; yea, and behold, I have many 
kindreds and friends, and I have also acquired much 
riches by the hand of my industry.

“...I know that the things whereof [Alma] hath 
testified are true...

“And now, when Amulek had spoken these words the 
people began to be astonished, seeing there was 
more than one witness who testified...”

(Alma 10:4,10,12)



Our Reach

Websites 120

Domain Names 1,300

Unique Visitors 100k/month

Page Views 600k/month



What Anti-Mormons Were Saying
“Annual LDS growth has progressively declined…to less than 
3% from 2000 to 2005.”

“The church is 'hemorrhaging' members. Why? As Palmer 
said, Latter-Day Saints are going on the Internet and 
discovering, much to their shock, that what the church 
taught them about Joseph Smith, early church history, and 
other aspects of Mormonism is far from the truth.”

“What's killing progress for the [Church]? Information, 
information, information!!!! Ten years ago, there was 
practically nothing. Now look at all the sites…showing 
overwhelming evidence that [Joseph Smith] was a conman 
and the church is…a fraud!!” (exmormon.org, Dec 2002)



What Anti-Mormons Are Saying Now

"If you have tried to find source material that we all once easily 
found about Mormonism, well its buried a bit deeper in the 
search engines. Its no accident. Sites like this one [a More Good 
Foundation site] and a myriad of new sites have been put up to 
defend the faith. It’s simple, more sites promoting them = 
harder to find the material we know is true. The apologists are 
out in big numbers, overwhelming the net with enough pro-
Mormon stuff that those who seek relief from it will have to try a 
little bit harder (search a little bit deeper) to find recovery. The 
church has a new plan... pro-mo flooding and it seems to be 
working." (exmormon.org, Oct 2007)



There’s a LOT More to Do



There’s a LOT More to Do



The Internet Is for Finding
“There's no way missionaries can do what they do now 
and shoulder the burden of finding. We're going to have 
to do the finding using new media. And then, because 
new media can't baptize, and teach, convert, and testify, 
we're going to have to feed that funnel, the product of 
that funnel, to the missionaries so they can do what they 
do best. So wouldn't it be great if my grandson goes 
out...on his mission...and gets to just teach nonstop 
because media and the Internet have finally picked 
up their rightful role and are funneling people who 
want to know.”

Scott Swofford, Media Director, Missionary Department



The Internet Is for Teaching

“Our responsibility as Apostles is to teach of 
Jesus Christ to all the world. We have used the 
website [JesusChrist.lds.org] because that’s the 
way people get their information now a days. 
When the Lord called his Twelve Apostles, he 
called them to send them throughout the world 
and preach of him. In those days they could 
talk to a few people, here and there. In our 
time, we’ve had radio, television and now we 
have the Internet. The Internet is a very 
excellent way of promoting the word of 
God. We have confidence in this medium. We 
know it will appeal to a lot of people. We take 
seriously the responsibility that we have.”

Elder Russell M. Nelson

http://jesuschrist.lds.org/


Share What You Know to Be True

“May I ask that you join the conversation 
by participating on the Internet, 
particularly the New Media, to share the 
gospel and to explain in simple and clear 
terms the message of the Restoration. Most of 
you already know that if you have access to 
the Internet you can start a blog in minutes 
and begin sharing what you know to be true.”

Elder M. Russell Ballard
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