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PART ONE: MY BIRTH AND FAMILY BACKGROUND     pg. 5 
 
 I was born . . . 
 My mother, Grace Fort Arrington 
 My father, Leonard James Arrington 
 My grandparents: Nana, Will, Noah and Edna 
 James and Carl 
 Our first home in Logan 
 Neighborhood friends 
 
 
PART TWO:  WE LIVE FOR A TIME IN PASADENA AND ITALY   pg. 49 
 
 Pasadena, California, 1956-57 
 Italy, 1958-59 
 
 
PART THREE: ADAMS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL     pg. 59 
  
 Kindergarten to 3rd Grade 
 Baptism  
 Our new home in Logan 
 Grades 4-6  
 My school pictures 
 Trip to Washington D.C.  
 Friends in elementary school 
 
  
 Special Section:   “A few treasured photographs from those early years” 
 
  
PART FOUR: JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL       pg. 91 
 
 A year in Pacific Palisades, California, 1966-67 
 Paul Revere Junior High School, 1966-67 
 Logan Junior High School, 1967-69 
 A dream comes true—a horse! 
 My interest in genealogy begins 
 Logan 10th Ward 
 
 Special Section:  “1960’s slang” 



 
PART FIVE: LOGAN HIGH SCHOOL       pg. 117 
 
 Sophomore year 
 Junior Year 
 Senior Year 
 The Grizzly 
 A few special high school friends 
 Church activities while I was in high school 
 Trip to Europe with Mom, 1971 
 
 Special Section:  “Media Images (galore!) From My Youth” 
 
 
PART SIX: THE BIG MOVE        pg. 157 
 
 My father’s call to be LDS Church Historian, 1972 
 Packing up—we move to Salt Lake City  
 LDS Church missions for James and Carl 
 
 
PART SEVEN:  A UNIVERSITY STUDENT . . . AND A WIFE!    pg. 167 
 
 I begin my studies at Utah State University, 1972 
 Dorm life  
 Pranks 
 Campus newspaper work 
 The Parlor 
 Meeting Dean—our engagement 
 Internship with THE FRIEND magazine 
 Marriage to Dean, August 20, 1974 
 
 A few of my favorite pictures of Dean 
 
 
PART EIGHT: COLLEGE GRADUATION -- WE BEGIN OUR FAMILY   pg. 191 
  
 Living on Maple Drive in Logan 
 Graduation from Utah State University, 1975 
 Summer trip to Europe- America’s Youth in Concert 
 The birth of Emily, 1976 
 
 Early pictures of Emily 
 
 
PART NINE:  MOVE TO HYDE PARK – BIRTH & DEATH OF DANIEL                  pg. 203 
 
 We move to Hyde Park  



 Raising a family in Hyde Park  
 Our friends and neighbors  
 Hyde Park Stake Handcart Treks, 1997 & 2001 
 Dedication of the “Remember” Monument 
 Scary moments  
 Daniel Eric Madsen, August 23,1977 – August 25, 1977 
 
 Special Section:  Pictures of our home 
 
 
PART TEN: LONDON, AND THE ARRIVAL OF REBECCA             pg. 229 
 
 Sabbatical to London 
 Birth of Rebecca, 1979 
 Dean’s fellowship to Yale, 1980 
 Collier’s Encyclopedia project 
 
 A few early pictures of Becca 
 
  
PART ELEVEN:  LAST MONTHS WITH MY MOTHER               pg. 245 
 
 My trip to North Carolina with Mom, 1981 
 The passing away of my mother, Grace Arrington 
 Pictures of my mother, Grace Arrington 
  
 
PART TWELVE: TWO MORE WONDERFUL CHILDREN; I BEGIN TO WRITE BOOKS   pg. 267 
 
 Birth of Sarah, 1982 
 
 A few early pictures of Sarah 
 
 My first book Sunbonnet Sisters is published, 1984 
 Dean’s fellowship to USC  
 Two more books, Christmas a Joyful Heritage (1984) and 
  Mothers of the Prophets (1987) 
 A summer in Austria and Italy,1985 
 Birth of Rachel, 1987  
  
 A few early pictures of Rachel 
 
  
PART THIRTEEN: YEARS OF CHURCH SERVICE AND LOTS OF TYPING  pg. 287 
 
 
 Writing and publication of The Lord Needed A Prophet (1990) 
 Dean serves as Bishop,1989-1994, and Music Department Chairman  



 My Church service 
 Death of Dean’s father, Farrell D. Madsen, Sr., 1994 
 Dean sustained as Hyde Park Utah Stake President (1994) 

Publication of I Walked to Zion –True Stories of Young Pioneers on the Mormon Trail  
 (1994) 
Publication of Growing Up In Zion—True Stories of Young Pioneers Building the Kingdom  
 (1996) 

  
  
PART FOURTEEN:  ACTIVITIES OF OUR CHILDREN THROUGH THE YEARS    pg. 311 
 
 Emily Susan 
 Rebecca Ellen 
 Sarah Grace 
 Rachel Winters 
 

Special Section:  “Books I loved reading to my children” 
 
 

 
PART FIFTEEN:  MORE BOOKS, FAMILY SORROW, TWO WEDDINGS          pg. 353 
 
 
 Publication of The Second Rescue  (1998) 
 Emily and David marry in Logan Temple (1998) 
 Saying goodbye to my father (1999) 
 
 Special Section:  “Favorite photos of my father” 
 
 Publication of I Sailed to Zion-True Stories of Young Pioneers Who Crossed the Oceans  
  (2000) 

Trip to England (2000)  
Rebecca and Matt marry in Logan Temple (2001) 
 

  
PART SIXTEEN:  FAMILY HEALTH ISSUES      pg. 399 
 
 Dean’s heart surgery (1998) 
 My hip replacement  (2000) 
 Sarah’s  hip surgeries (2001, 2004) 
 News of Parkinson’s Disease (2002) 
 
 
PART SEVENTEEN:  GRANDCHILDREN ARRIVE!  PUBLIC SERVICE             pg, 409 
  
 Benjamin David Jones   3 Feb 2002 
 Calianna Naomi Thornton  17 Aug 2002 
 Jacob Dean Jones   21 Sept 2003 

Daniel Matthew Thornton  8 June 2004 



Joshua LeGrande Jones                    18 Feb 2005 
 
 

 Election to the Cache County School District Board of Education (2003) 
  
 
 
PART EIGHTEEN: MY FAVORITE FAMILY PICTURES TAKEN SINCE 1974          pg. 419 
 
 
PART NINETEEN:  EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS     pg. 433 
 
 The Arringtons   
 
 The Madsens 
 
 
PART TWENTY:  PETS I HAVE KNOWN AND LOVED     pg. 447 
 

 
 

PART TWENTY-ONE:  "SHORTCUTS"       pg.  461 
 
 Answers to random questions posed to me by Emily  
 
 
PART TWENTY-TWO: A FAMILY ALBUM      pg.  497 
 

 Arrington family group pictures, 1953-1998 
 
 Madsen family group pictures, 1976-2003 
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PART TWENTY-FOUR: MY TESTIMONY      pg. 533 
 
 
PART TWENTY-FIVE:  PARTING SHOTS      pg. 552 
 
 
APPENDIX          pg. 563 
 

Birth certificate 
 
Certificate of Blessing  



 
Baptism Certificate 
 
List of talks, 1984-2004 
 
Patriarchal Blessing 
 
Marriage Certificate 
 
Genealogy information 
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