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6th Annual Phenomenology and Media 
Conference 
May 5-8, 2004 

Theme: Media, Faith, Belief, Religion

The conference will be held at the Provo Marriott hotel in 
the Maple Room.

Check-in for the conference will be from 5:30 until 7:00 p.
m. at the Maple Room on Wednesday, May 5. Check-in will 
also be available at the Maple Room from 8:30 until 9:00 a.
m. on Thursday, May 6.

The first session of the conference will begin at 9:00 a.m. 
on Thursday, May 6. 

If you have any questions about the conference, 
please call Jennifer Slaugh at (801) 422-4854, or (801) 319-2168.
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Download the Poster

The 6th annual conference theme will be: Media, Faith, 
Belief, Religion

 Download the 6th Annual Phenomenology and 
Media Conference Poster.

 Notes: 
1) If you are having problems viewing this page, please 
download the latest version of Adobe Acrobat Reader and 
install the newest version of the Acrobat plug-in for your 
browser. This is a free download. 
2) To Print: Open complete version and then click on the 
"Printer" icon (second icon from the left) in the .pdf toolbar. 
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Registration 

Conference Fees 
The full program registration fee is $75 which includes 
lunch on Wednesday and dinner on Friday. 

A partial registration is also available for $45. The partial 
registration allows limited access to the presentations and 
does not include meals. 

Membership Fees 
Society of Phenomenology and Media membership fees are 
$50 for U.S. members and $10 for International members. 

HOW TO REGISTER 
There are four convenient ways to register:

Online: Have your VISA, MC, or Discover Card at hand.

 

By Phone: call (801) 378-8925. Have your VISA, MC, or Discover Card at hand.

In Person: Come to 120 Harman Continuing Education Building (HCEB) on BYU campus. 

By Mail:  
Send completed and check in U.S. currency to: 
Society of Phenomenology and Media Conference  
P.O. Box 21533 
230 HCEB 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT 84602

Refund Policy 
A $25 processing fee will be assessed for any cancellation. There will be no refunds given after 
the workshop begins. 

Admission and Standards 
Participants of any race, color, creed, and ethnic or national origin are accepted for admission, 
provided they maintain the university standards while on campus. These include modesty in 
dress and conduct and abstinence from alcohol, tobacco, coffee, tea, and harmful drugs. 

We are committed to providing a learning atmosphere that reasonably accommodates persons 
with disabilities who are otherwise qualified. Prior to registration, applicants with disabilities are 
invited to discuss the program content and available facilities with the program director. 
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Food and Lodging

Food 
For tourist, dining, and other lodging information, 
contact the Utah Valley Convention and Visitors 
Bureau at 800-222-8824 or visit http://www.
utahvalley.org/

Airport-to-Provo Transportation  
Brigham Young University is located in Provo, Utah, 
approximately 50 miles south of the Salt Lake 
International Airport. BYU and the Provo Marriott 
Hotel can be reached from the north or south via Interstate 15. A shuttle service is available for 
transportation from the airport to the participant's destination. For details on this service, please 
contact Express Shuttle at 1-800-397-0773.

Housing 
A block of rooms has been reserved until April 5, 2004, at the Provo Marriott. Telephone (801) 
377-4700 or 1-800-228-9290 and specify that you are with the Phenomenology conference to 
receive the conference rate of $74.00 + tax per night. After April 5, reservations will be accepted 
only if space is available, and at regular hotel prices. 

Provo Marriott Hotel 
101 W. 100 N., Provo 
(801) 377-4700
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Schedule

Society for Phenomenology and Media 
Sixth Annual Conference  
Provo, Utah 
May 5-8, 2004

Schedule in (Adobe Acrobat) 

 (NOTE: For some of the materials presented, Adobe Acrobat plug-in is required. Netscape users: 

Adobe Acrobat 5.0 plug-in required.)

Wednesday May 5 

6:00-7:30 P.M. 
Business Meeting (by invitation only)

Thursday, May 6 

9:00-9:30 a.m.  
Welcome:  
Host: Kathryn Egan 
SPM President: Chris Nagel 
Introductions

9:30-10:30 a.m.  
Introduction to John Durham Peters: Kathryn Egan 
Keynote: John Durham Peters “So Many Kinds of Voices in the World”: The Voice and Modern 
Media

10:30-10:45 a.m. Refreshment Break

10:45-1:00 p.m.  
Panel #1: MEDIA AS SOURCES OF BELIEF, DISBELIEF; (with) CRITICAL ATTENTION TO 
MEDIA  
Chris Nagel: Perceptual Faith, Media Critique 
Paul Majkut: Elvis, Ideology, Deception 
Dave Koukal: Incredulity, Stupefaction, 9/11 
Moderator: Alex Zukas

1:00- 2:00 p.m. LUNCH (Provided)

2:00-4:15 p.m.  
Panel #2: SPIRITUALITY, RELIGIOUS FAITH AND CONTEMPORARY MEDIA  
Charles Harvey: Film, Religious Belief 
Dana Ulveland: Media Spiritual Abyss 
Seyyed Hassan Hosseini: Media Age and Return to Religion: Shared Aspects 

http://ce.byu.edu/cw/search/
javascript:popup('/cw/feedback/cw_feed.dhtm')
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/help_blue.dhtm
http://www.byu.edu/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw
http://ce.byu.edu/cw
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/spm/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/spm/
javascript:popupRec()
javascript:popupRec()
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/spm/schedule.dhtm?printable=true
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/spm/schedule.dhtm?printable=true
http://www.nu.edu/
http://ce.byu.edu/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/spm/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/spm/include/Media_Program.pdf
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html


Moderator: Kathryn Egan

5:00 p.m.  
Bus to Salt Lake City to attend Mormon Tabernacle Choir Rehearsal.  
Dinner on your own.

Friday, May 7 

9:00-10:30 a.m.  
Panel # 3: Media as Sources of Epiphany 
Kathryn Egan: The Consolation of the Book of Mormon: A Hermeneutic Analysis 
Dennis E. Skocz: Evangelism and the Media. 
Moderator: Chris Nagel

10:30-10:45 a.m. Refreshment break

10:45-1:00 p.m.  
Panel #4: Experience and Judgment 
Jonathan Weidenbaum: Mysticism and Faith 
Matti Itkonen: Film Experience: Judgments of “Knowledge” 
Moderator: Paul Majkut

1:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch (on your own)

2:00-3:30 p.m.  
Panel #5: Hegemony  
Alex Ukase: Weimar Republic Established Through Faith 
Lorna Lueker: Women’s Rights= Human Rights; Belief Spread By Media 
Moderator: Stephen Crocker

3:30-4:00 p.m. Refreshment break 

4:00-5:30 p.m.  
Panel #6: CULTURAL STUDIES APPROACH  
Ramazon B•çer: The Effect of Internet and TV on the Context of Socio-Cultural in the Modern 
Turkish Society: A Case Study 
Rene R. Calandria: Filipino Values: Historical and Philosophical Perspective 
Moderator: Lorna Lueker

8:00 p.m. Dinner (provided) 
Hosted by Brigham Young University, Department of Communications

Saturday, May 8 

10:00-11:30 a.m.  
Panel # 7 VIRTUALITY  
Stephen Crocker: A Positive Theory of Virtuality 
Owen Kelly: Ghost Towns and Virtual Worlds 
Moderator: Dennis Skocz
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Society of Phenomenology and Media: Sixth Annual Conference 
May 5-8, 2004, Provo Utah 


 
Abstracts of Papers Presented 


 
 


BİÇER 
 
The Effect of Internet and TV on the Context of Socio-Culture in 
Contemporary Turkish Society: A Case Study 
The aim of the paper is to study TV and Internet as informative mediums whether they 
affects or not on people about different cultural topics especially religious topics. Also, 
we will discuss the positions of both mediums in Turkish Society as depending on two 
TV programmes in Turkey. Finally, we will deal with TV and Internet from the 
standpoint of socio-cultural perspective. 


 
The cultural and religious sphere has always been problematic for the media. This is 
evidenced by the relative paucity of works devoted to studies of relations between culture 
and the media. There are both obvious and somewhat obscure reasons for this situation. 
For most of its history, media research has been dominated by positivist-empiricist modes 
and methods that have embedded in them a deeply held commitment to ideas of 
rationalism and secularism. 


 
Ramazan BİÇER  Associate Professor., Sakarya University İlahiyat Faculty. Sakarya 
Osman SEZGİN, Associate Professor., Marmara University Fen Edebiyat Faculty. Istanbul 
 
 


___________________________________ 


 
CANÁN 
 
Faith and Community in the “Electric Age” 
Originally raised in a sort of lose Protestantism, McLuhan converted as a young man to 
Catholicism, and in the following McLuhan’s insights have sometimes been dismissed as “applied 
Catholicism,” the contention being that he either was simply a tool of the Catholic Church or 
that his media theory is just ages-old Catholic doctrine in new clothes. This suspicion could find 
several somewhat definite reasons in McLuhan’s thought. For example, he distinguished 
between “concept” and “percept”, and this distinction became crucial both for McLuhan’s media 
study and in his ideas about the Church and related matters.  
 
To be sure, the distinction between “concept” and “percepts” lies at the very core of McLuhan’s 
media theory. On the whole, “concepts” are a kind of consciousness proper of the “mechanical 
age” with it’s “sequential”, “linear” thinking. By contrast, the consciousness proper of the “electric 
age” – characterized by telegraph, telephon, radio, TV, computer, etc. – is, according to McLuhan, 
a “multisensory awareness” able to grasp “percepts” instead of remaining merely focused on 
“concepts”. On this register, “percepts” correspond not to a “sequential”, “linear” but to a 
“holistic”, “configurational” way of thinking.  
 







On the other hand, in McLuhan’s idea of Catholicism, “(….) faith is not a matter of concepts: it’s 
percepts, a matter of immediate reality.” And a percept is “a direct thing.”  In other words, faith 
operates in the realm of percepts, not that of concepts. It is a mode of spiritual awareness and 
knowing, as acute and as real as vision, touch, smell, hearing. One can see: McLuhan adopts or 
recast here to a great extent the Husserlian phenomenological model of “perception” or “direct 
giveness” as opposed to “conception” (thinking in a restricted sense) as “mediated giveness.” On 
his part, Husserl was Protestant, and so, the basic distinction between  “percept” and “concept” 
has nothing to do with being Catholic of Protestant, but at any rate, McLuhan’s theory of the 
“electric age” as an age, let us say, of “percepts” opposed to an age of “concepts”, raises the 
question of the possibilities of faith in the “electric age”.  
 
Does the “electric age” really erode the dominance of the “conceptual” stance proper of the former, 
“mechanical age”? Does the “perceptual” stance proper of “electric age” develop a cultural 
environment favorable to faith? And not the least: do the electric media foster a kind of emotive 
(“perceptually” tuned) community, a kind of “mystical body”? Those are the questions I will 
pursue in my presentation. 
 
Alberto J. L. Carrillo Canán 
 


___________________________________ 
 


CROCKER 
 
Virtual Reality from the Middle Ages to Now 
By all accounts we live in an increasingly `virtual’ culture filled virtual reality, virtual 
relationships, virtual images, even virtual sex. It is not at all clear, though, what we mean when 
we talk about `virtuality’.  The term is most often used to describe a quality of something which 
is not quite real. This is the sense that informs debates about simulated events, informatics and 
the authenticity, or lack of it, in computer generated and otherwise mediated environments.   
 
This approach is limited because it only describes virtuality `negatively’, i.e. in terms of what it 
lacks - reality - rather than what it is or does. We find a more useful and `positive’ theory of the 
virtual in the work of Duns Scotus, the 13th century Catholic theologian. For Scotus, virtuality is 
a logic of movement or `kinesiology’. More specifically, it is the capacity of a `creature’ to produce 
effects that differ in kind from itself. A thing that can produce effects of this sort can in turn be 
acted upon and changed by them. Scotus calls this kind of feedback effect equivocal movement, 
which is movement that results in a change that cannot be directly traced to its antecedent.   
 
Virtuality, in this sense does not indicate a lack of reality but a superabundance, or pluripotency. 
I shall try to show how Scotus’ theory of virtuality can get us beyond the language of simulation, 
and the dialectic of reality and appearance, and help us better understand some essential 
elements of our contemporary experience including self affection, reflexivity, mediation and the 
phenomenology of risk that accompanies the rise of the virtual world.  
 
Stephen Crocker, Professor, Sociology Department, Memorial University, Newfoundland, Canada 
 
 


___________________________________ 
 
 
 







EGAN 
 
The Consolation of the Book of Mormon: a Hermeneutical 
Perspective 
I propose that scripture, the Bible and the Book of Mormon, are conjunctions of the historical—
Aristotelian mythos, which is speech, fable and plots taken together—and mimesis ,which seeks to 
reveal both the logical structure of events and also their meanings.  The meaning of the will of 
God is not, in Ricoeur’s words, a mental idea, but “an ideal object that can be identified and 
reidentified, by different individuals in different periods, as being one and  the same object” 
(Ricoeur HS 84).  Scripture is poiesis, an imitation of human action that depicts plot in history: a 
union of contingency and consecution, of chronology and configuration, of sequence and 
consequence.  Scriptural narrative opens today’s reality toward possible values of the past. 
Kierkegaard was the first to suggest the task of contemporaneity as that of bringing together two 
non-concurrent moments, “and yet so totally mediate them that the latter is experienced and 
taken seriously as presents (and not something in a distant past).”  For Kierkegaard, the thinker 
without paradox is like a lover without passion. . .and the ultimate paradox of thought is to want 
to discover something that thought itself cannot think.  Third Nephi in the Book of Mormon 
contributes to the paradox of the cross, which forces the intellect to choose between its own 
autonomy and sovereignty and that of God.  In one’s yielding to God, a new epistemic state 
emerges—that of faith—that is “by virtue of the absurd.” 
 
Kathryn S. Egan, Professor of Communications, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah; Conference Organizer 
and host. 
 
 


___________________________________ 
 


 HARVEY 
 
Phenomenology, Film and Religious Belief:  Babette’s Feast as an 
Exemplary Instance 
In this essay, I argue that watching a film and studying some of its effects upon us can be 
understood in terms of epoche, reduction and constitution.  Conversely, epoche, reduction and 
constitution can be explicated in terms of the experience of watching a film and noting its effects 
upon us.  I use the film Babette’s Feast as an exemplary instance to reveal these processes and 
suggest how they might function and be understood.  In this �articular instance, I show how a 
single film might revitalize and perhaps even reorient our senses of ‘sacrament’, 
‘transubstantiation’ and ‘resurrection’.  If this conversation between Husserl’s philosophy and 
filmic media is productive and cogent, in addition to elucidating Husserl’s philosophy and the 
particular film Babette’s Feast, it will also demonstrate the reality-generating potency and the 
constitutive power of film in the contemporary world.  Films have become one of the primary 
producers of the meanings via which consciousness constitutes the world. 


 
Charles W. Harvey, Professor of Philosophy and Chair of the Department of Philosophy and Religion at 
the University of Central Arkansas. 
 
 


____________________________________ 


 







ITKONEN 
 
Experience and existence; Something essential on a philosophical 
education in film art 
The film, the living imagery, traces out its legend before the eyes of the viewer seated there in the 
darkened space, and in his consciousness becomes a lived spectacle, an interiorised impress of 
experience. It takes up its abode in him and he falls in step with its movement, merging with the 
stream of its narrative. In this there evolves an aesthetic-existential situation - of one, many; of 
one, a qualitative multiplicity is born, and with it the experienced essence of the unique, the 
inimitable. 
 
On this same, the critic pronounces judgement – as often as not his verdict - on this spectacle 
which he – and another – has beheld; that individual, original experience is thus now couched in 
words, petrified on paper. Whose judgement is the right one? Whose wrong? Who is entitled, 
who in duty bound to pronounce a final word on this? Who or what can speak as if for a 
collective audience? And who then is being silenced, who makes himself heard? And if in this 
some faceless, nameless nobody is to be imagined viewing, experiencing the scene, then who – or 
what – has played the decoy, and who has been bamboozled? And what of the film itself – is 
there anything left of it? 
 
Something of the essence must indeed be said by way of inculcating a more philosophical 
appreciation of film. Or does even this carry in it a seed of that same totalisation, a burgeoning 
aspiration to erase whatever is unique? He who reads will know, will feel it. 
 
 Matti  Itkonen, Ph.D. and Ed.D., Professor, Department of Teacher Education, University of Jyväskylä, Finland  
Translated by Robert MacGilleon 
 
 


___________________________________ 
 


KELLY 
 
Ghost Towns and Virtual Worlds 
When the students at Arcada were asked to look at various online "virtual worlds" they 
responded by saying that they seemed empty in some way. To the students they resembled stage 
sets more than places.  Important clues as to why this should be so can be found in the work of 
Heidegger, in which he argues that Dasein experiences the world as ‘equipment’ that reveals 
itself as a kind of readiness-to-hand. Arguably, we do not perceive the world as a series of shapes 
and spaces but as a set of ready-to-hand tools amid a present-to-hand background.  This paper 
will begin with the students’ observations. It will then attempt to show that the term “virtual 
world” is both misleading and grossly misused, and will define a more useful category “virtual 
environment” that may include “virtual rooms”, “virtual landscapes” and “virtual worlds.”  Using 
arguments drawn from (among others) the work of Heidegger and Michael Heim the paper will 
argue that a virtual world must, by definition, include a history and a culture which appears as 
though made by its inhabitants. Without a culture and a history there can only be a virtual 
landscape – a stage set waiting to be acted upon.  The paper will conclude by outlining possible 
strategies for building (or simulating) such a virtual culture. 


 
Owen Kelly, Arcada Polytechnic,  Helsinki, Finland 
 


___________________________________ 







KOUKAL 
 
Incredulity 
Incredulity is fundamentally different than Cartesian doubt and the phenomenological epoché.  In 
these instances, judgment concerning phenomena in credible form is deliberately suspended in a 
bid to bracket habitual modes of consciousness and erroneous preconceptions, so that 
indubitable evidence or the fundamental structures of experience can appear in their pure 
givenness.  By way of contrast, incredulity occurs when a phenomenon ruptures experience in 
such a way that a consciousness intuitively resists the veracity of this phenomenon as 
immediately given.  Incredulity is also, obviously, opposed to credulity.  Whereas credulity is a 
readiness to believe even in the absence of evidence (“Belief is knowledge of the unseen!”), 
incredulity resists belief even in the presence of evidence (“I can’t believe my eyes!”).  Incredulity 
is more fundamental than skepticism; it is the visceral resistance to certain appearances, events 
or utterances.  It is the polar opposite of embracing a creed.1   Incredulity is an anti-creed, a kind 
of primordial hyper-skepticism that manifests itself as an impulsive aversion in the face of what 
presents as exceedingly incongruous to our experience. 


Though incredulity is a common experience, in this essay I am interested in exploring how media 
tends to present the incredible as credible on a mass scale.  This, I claim, has the effect of blurring 
the distinction between the two phenomena, resulting in a kind of critical paralysis, or, if you 
like, mass stupefaction (“I don’t know what to believe!”).  Certain singular events can have the 
effect of jolting us out of this stupefaction only to be paralyzed again by the incredible.  However, 
these incredible singular events are in turn subject to the stupefaction effect of the mass media, 
and reduced to a banal credibility.  In this essay I undertake a phenomenology of incredulity for 
the purpose of exploring this dynamic in relation to one such singular event: the collapse of the 
Twin Towers on 9/11/01. 


Dave Koukal, Assistant Professor, University of Detroit, Mercy, Detroit, Michigan 
 
 


___________________________________ 
 
 


MAJKUT 
 
Eidetic Elvis: The Deceptive Source of Religious Experience 
Louis Althusser suggested that ideology has no history and the subject of  ideology in general is 
unchanging. With this in mind, it has been noted that the faithful in the cult that formed around 
Elvis Presley, during his life and afterlife, share many of the beliefs, enthusiasms and behaviors 
associated with traditional religious experience. In this context, I will discuss the double-
deception that occurs within the experience of  religious ideology: belief and faith.  This essay 
draws on evidence primarily taken from popular and corporate culture, but also deals with the 
exoteric and esoteric message of the King’s gospel—the essential or eidetic Elvis. The narrative 
genre here used is satire in its Latin sense, that is, as a censorious criticism of human frailty 
(“censure of humanity,” “ridicule of the foibles of society”), its purpose being an aesthetic and 
ethical corrective. 
 
Paul Majkut, Professor,  National University, San Diego, California 


___________________________________ 


 
                                                 
1 From the Latin credo (“I believe”), derived from credere (“to trust, believe”). 







NAGEL 
 
Media Critique and Perceptual Faith 
Critical analysis of media messages, especially those presented as television news, typically 
focuses on the content of messages. While such critique successfully exposes ideological and 
propaganda, it seems to fail either to provoke critical inquiry and suspicion, or to lead to reform 
of media practice and policy (in the US). Accounts of this failure tend to blame the corporate 
media apparatus or the audience. For instance, Noam Chomsky complains that alternative 
perspectives are systematically ruled out by corporate media through direct, deliberate exclusion 
and through the use of formats that defeat rational discourse. 
 
I wish to suggest a different account of the failure of content critique, namely, that without 
paying attention to the perceptual experience of media messages (again, particularly television 
news), content critique (a) ignores the most basic and crucial feature of media messages, (b) 
cannot account for its failure to make a difference, and (c) cannot provide a well-grounded or 
well-founded critique. Further, I wish to develop a perceptual critique of media messages based 
primarily on the phenomenologies of Husserl and Merleau-Ponty. Finally, I will investigate 
briefly the possible limitations of phenomenological perceptual critique, through the notion of 
perceptual faith developed by Merleau-Ponty in The Visible and the Invisible. 
 
Chris Nagel, University of California Stanislaus and President, Society of Phenomenology and Media. 


__________________________________ 
 


PETERS 
 
“So Many Kinds of Voices in the World”: The Voice and Modern Media 
The voice is the center par excellence for the phenomenological study of the media. The voice 
cannot exist without bodies and time.  The voice is a key but conflicted site for defining what it 
means to be a human being as well as a complex organ whose function depends on lungs, brain, 
vocal tract, emotion, training, and culture.  Voices sing, shout, speak, sigh, whisper, stutter, hum, 
remain silent.  The voice has always been a medium, and singing, the alphabetic, and writing are 
some age-old ways to protect it against loss and disappearance.  In the account of the theophany 
atop Mount Sinai in Deuteronomy chapters 4 and 5, God appears as voice and as writing, but not 
as a visible sight.  The oral word is central to both worship and study in monotheistic religion.  
Modernity witnesses an explosion of the media of the voice in by sound media such as the 
phonograph, telephone, radio, microphone, and cinema.  Since the late nineteenth century, 
human and non-human voices have been amplified, recorded, distorted, enhanced, synthesized, 
and measured for purposes of art, science, and politics.  The media of the voice, including the 
phonograph, the telephone, microphone, radio, and cinema, as well as body, music, language, and 
text, do not close off questions about the wonders, beauty, or spell of the voice, but rather open 
them up in fresh and poignant ways.  I will explore the ways that have both disembodied and 
reembodied the human voice, leaving it in a curious limbo between body and machine, text and 
performance, animal and angel, event and repetition.  This paper tries to develop a synthetic 
theoretical framework for exploring the attractions and repulsions of the human voice as it 
crosses over into the thickets of sound-storage, sound-transmission, and sound-control 
technologies.  The mediated voice raises questions about beauty, identity, power, art and religion.  
Animals and machines have voices; so may the stars.  There are so many kinds of voices in the 
world, wrote Paul of Tarsus.  What does it mean that voices have become so abundant and so 
strange in our world today?   
 
John Durham Peters, Keynote, F. Wendell Miller Distinguished Professor, Department of Communication Studies, 
University of Iowa. 







SKOCZ 
 
Evangelism and the Media 
Is modern mass communication the perfect instrument for carrying out the New Testament 
injunction to carry the gospel to the world?  At first it would seem so; television and radio, in 
particular, appear to be ideal for reaching millions of potential converts around the world with a 
powerfully conveyed message able to induce faint commitments among viewers and listeners.  
The paper will challenge this impression by comparing Christian evangelization and mass 
communication.  Brief references to New Testament texts, ecclesiastical history, and evangelical 
practice will be examined with a views to identifying essential moments in the evangelization-
conversion event.  An effort to articulate the onto-epistemological premises of radio and 
television as mass-communications media will follow.  The paper will then suggest that the 
media ultimately fall short as means for evangelization because of the very way in which radio 
and T.V. structure communication.  The dialogic and holistic event of evangelization and 
conversation is reduced to an alienated and unidimensional process which at best falls short of 
the purposes of evangelization and risks distorting the very meaning of initiation into the 
Christian faith.   
 
The project undertaken does not presuppose adherence to Christian doctrine.  Its methodology 
is primarily hermeneutic and phenomenological.  The interpretation of selected Christian texts 
will furnish the basis for identifying key elements of Christian evangelization.  Rudimentary 
phenomenological concepts of intentionalilty, embodiment, expression, and temporality will be 
employed to illuminate the conversion experience.  The earliest paradigm of telecommunication 
will be seen in the model which underlies Saussure’s foundational work in linguistics.  Against 
this theoretic-linguistic background, the paper will examine telecommunication as characterized 
in information theory.  The comparison of the conversion event and the structuration of 
communication effected in telecommunications is then undertaken in order to reveal how the 
latter works to reduce and may even distort the former. 
 
Dennis E. Skocz, Independent Scholar 
 


______________________________ 


ULVELAND 
 
Abstract 
During our conference held in Helsinki last year, the Kiasma Museum of Art had a number of 
works that encouraged one to experience the limits of the body. I was quite taken by many of 
these ideas, for they represented, for me, many of the concepts I was examining through the 
works of Merleau-Ponty. I would like to further consider the abyss and loss of Spirituality and 
the way that one¹s engagement with media encourages this loss. In my presentation, I will begin 
with some of Gabriel Marcel¹s insights on ontological need and the necessity of wonder and 
participation in an attempt to recollect, what I would call, the spiritual attitude. I examine, 
phenomenologically, how one¹s engagement with media displaces wonder and mystery, creating 
a spiritual abyss. Thus, this becomes an examination of the empty spaces that arise when 
engaged with particular mediums. 


 
Randall Dana Ulveland, Associate Professor and the coordinator of Western Oregon University¹s Master¹s of 
Science in Information Technology program. 
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WEIDENBAUM 
 
“I call you Jesus, you call me Sonny"; Watching Pi and The Apostle 
with Soren Kierkegaard and Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav." 
In the Varieties of Religious Experience, William James claims that the experiences of the mystic 
and the person of faith are identical.  The history of the Abrahamic faiths however have shown 
otherwise; that in fact, the existentialist, faith-centered form of spirituality has quite often set 
itself in direct contrast to the more contemplative and mystical kind.  The thought of Soren 
Kierkegaard and Hasidic Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav stand as perfect examples of this tendency 
within the contexts of Christianity and Judaism respectively.  While the distinctions between 
the two styles of spirituality are often too complex to convey to students of world religions, I 
have found cinema to be of great assistance in their illustration.  The purpose of this essay is to 
borrow scenes from two of my favorite films to accomplish just that.   
   
Jonathan Weidenbaum 
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