
Brigham Young University Honor Code

Brigham Young University, Brigham Young University-

Hawaii , Brigham Young University-Idaho, and LDS

Business College exist to provide an education in an

atmosphere consistent with the ideals and principles of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  That

atmosphere is created and preserved through

commitment to conduct that reflects those ideals and

principles.  Membe rs of the faculty, administration, staff,

and student body at BYU, BYU-H, BYU-I, and LDSBC

are selected and retained from among individuals who

voluntarily live the principles of the gospel of Jesus

Christ.  Observance of such is a specific condition of

employme nt and admission.  Those ind ividuals who are

not members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints are also expected to maintain the same standards of

conduct, except church attendance.  All who represent

BYU, BYU-H, BYU-I, and LDSBC are to maintain the

highest standards of honor, integrity, morality, and

consideration of others in personal behavior.  By

accep ting appo intmen t on the fa culty, co ntinuing  in

emplo ymen t, or contin uing clas s enrollm ent, indiv iduals

evidence their commitment to observe the Honor Code

standards approved by the Board of Trustees “at all times

and . . . in all places.”                   (Mosiah 18:9)

We believe in b eing honest, true, cha ste, benevolent, virtuou s, and in

doing good to all men....If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of

good report or pra iseworthy, we seek  after these things.  

      (Thirteenth Article of Faith)

As a matter of personal commitment, students, faculty,

and staff of Brigham Young University, Brigham Young

University-Hawaii, Brigham Young University-Idaho, and

LDS Business College seek to demonstrate in daily living

on and  off cam pus thos e mor al virtues  encom passed  in

the gosp el of Jesu s Christ, an d will

     Be honest                 

     Obey the law and all campus policies

     Live a chaste and virtuous life

     Use clean language 

     Respect others

     Abstain fr om alc oholic be verage s, tobacc o, tea, coff ee, 

          and substance abuse

     Observe Dre ss and Groom ing Standards 

     Participate regularly in church services

     Encourage others in their commitment to comply 

          with the Honor Code

Specific policies embodied in the Honor Code include (1)

the Academic Honesty Policy, (2) the Dress and

Grooming S tandards, (3) the Residential Living Standard s,

and (4) the Continuing Student Ecclesiastical

Endo rseme nt Req uirem ent. 

     

    

Academic Honesty Policy

BYU  studen ts should  seek to b e totally ho nest in the ir

dealings with others.  They should complete their own

work and be evaluated based upon that work.  They

should  avoid a cadem ic dishon esty and  miscon duct in a ll

its forms, including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification,

cheating, and other academ ic misconduct.  Students are

responsible not only to adhere to the Honor Code

requirem ent to be hon est but also to assist othe r students

in fulfilling their com mitmen t to be honest.

Ap p l ic a b l e  Ac t io n s  f o r  th e  U n i ve r s it y

The university may elect to place an affected student on

probation or to  suspend o r dismiss the stud ent and to

place a te mpor ary or pe rman ent nota tion on the  studen t’s

permanent academic transcript that he or she was

suspen ded or  dismisse d due  to acad emic m iscondu ct. 

The u niversity  may re port an in cident o f acade mic

misconduct to appropriate law enforcement officials and

may prosecute an affected student if the act in question

involves the commission of a crime (e.g., breaking into an

office or build ing, stealing an exam ination, etc.).

H o n o r  C o d e  O f fi c e  I n v o lv e m e n t

The H onor C ode O ffice will m aintain a r ecord  of all

violations  of the A cadem ic Hon esty Po licy repo rted to it

by the faculty.  If the occurrence is sufficiently egregious

or if a pattern of dishonesty or misconduct is discovered,

the Honor Code Office may take additional action on

behalf of the university based upon the nature of the

infraction(s).  The Honor Code Office, in consultation

with the involved academic personnel, including the

Associate A cadem ic Vice Pre sident-Und ergradua te

Studies, may determine to place a student on probation or

to recommend suspension or dismissal from the

university for academic dishonesty and other forms of

academ ic miscond uct.

Dress and Grooming Standards

The d ress and  groom ing of bo th men  and wo men sh ould

always be modest, neat and clean, consistent with the

dignity adherent to representing The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints and any of its institutions of

higher learning.  Modesty and cleanliness are important

values that reflect personal dignity and integrity, through

which students, staff, and faculty represent the principles

and standards of the Church.  Members of the BYU

commu nity commit them selves to observe these

standards, which reflect the direction given by the B oard

of Tru stees and  the Chu rch pub lication, For the Strength of

Youth .  The Dress and Grooming Standards are as

follows:

M e n  - A clean  and we ll-cared -for app earanc e should

be ma intained .  Clothing  is inappro priate w hen it is

sleeveless, revealing, or form fitting.  Shorts must be

knee length or longer.  Hairstyles should be clean and

neat, avoiding extreme styles or colors, and trimmed

above the collar leaving the ear uncovered.  Sideburns

should not extend below the earlobe or on to the

cheek.  If worn, moustaches should be neatly trimmed

and may not extend beyond or below the corners of

the mouth.  Men are expected to be clean shaven;

beards are not acceptable.  Earrings and other body

piercing  are not a ccepta ble.  Shoe s should  be wor n in

all public campus areas.

Wo m e n - A clean and well-cared-for appearance

should be maintained.  Clothing is inappropriate when

it is sleeveless, strapless, back less, or revealing; has  slits

above the knee; or is form fitting.  Dresses, skirts, and

shorts must be knee length or longer.  Hairstyles

should be clean and neat, avoiding extremes in styles

and colors.  Excessive ear piercing (more than one per

ear) and  all other b ody pie rcing are  not acce ptable. 

Shoes should be wo rn in all public campus areas.

(over)



Residential Living Standards

As stated in its Code of Honor, Brigham Young University is
committed to providing a learning atmosphere consistent with the
principles of the Church. The university is likewise committed to
creating such an atmosphere for students residing in approved
student housing on and off campus. To achieve this, BYU has
established living standards to help students learn some of the high
ideals and principles of behavior expected at Brigham Young
University. The university requires all students to adhere to the
following applicable standards.

Cam p us  Vis i t in g  Ho urs    
Deseret Towers and Helaman Halls 
Visitors of the opposite sex are permitted in the lobbies but not in
the bedroom area, except during an established open house or
home evening time, at which times room doors must remain open. 
Lobby visiting hours begin after 8 a.m. and extend until midnight
Monday through Thursday and Saturday.  On Friday night, lobby
visiting hours extend until 1:30 a.m.  Sunday visiting hours begin
after noon and extend until midnight.

Heritage Halls 
Visitors of the opposite sex are permitted in the lobbies and
apartment kitchens but not in bedrooms or bathrooms.  Lobby
visiting hours are from 8 a.m. to midnight Saturday through
Thursday.  Lobby visiting hours extend until 1:30 a.m. on Friday. 
Apartment visiting hours are from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday.  Apartment visiting hours extend until midnight
on Friday and Saturday.

O ff-C am p us  Vis i t in g  Ho urs
Visitors of the opposite sex are permitted in living rooms and
kitchens but not in bedrooms or bathrooms in off-campus living
units. The use of the bathroom area by members of the opposite
sex is not appropriate unless emergency or civility dictate otherwise;
and then only if the safety, privacy and sensitivity of other residents
are not jeopardized.  Visiting hours may begin at 9 a.m. and extend
until midnight.  Friday night visiting hours may extend until 1:30
a.m. Landlords may establish a shorter visiting period if proper
notice is given to residents.  This policy applies to all housing units
occupied by single students.

C o n d u c t
All students shall be required to conduct themselves in a manner
consistent with the principles of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the BYU Honor Code.  Furtherm ore, all
students are required to abstain from possessing, serving, or
consuming alcoholic beverages, tobacco, tea, coffee, or harmful
drugs.  Involvement with gambling; pornographic, erotic, or
indecent material; disorderly, obscene, or indecent conduct or
expressions; or with other offensive materials, expressions, or
conduct or disruption of the peace that, in the sole discretion and
judgment of the university, is inconsistent with the principles of the
Church and the BYU Honor Code is not permitted in student
housing. All guests of students must comply with the Residential
Living Standards while on the premises of university-approved
housing.  All students are required to know the Dress and
Grooming Standards and abide by them.

Continuing Student Ecclesiastical
Endorsement

All enrolled continuing undergraduate, graduate,

intern, or s tudy ab road stu dents ar e requ ired to ob tain

a Continuing Student Ecclesiastical Endorsement for

each new academic year, generally in March.  They

must have their endorsements completed, submitted,

and processed by the Honor Code Office before they

can register for fall semester or any semester

thereafter.

LDS students shall be endorsed only by the bishop of

the war d (1) in wh ich they  live and  (2) that hold s their

current Church membership record.  Non-LDS

students shall be endorsed by (1) the local ecclesiastical

leader if the student is an active member of the

congregation, (2) the bishop of the LDS ward in which

they currently reside, or (3) the non-denominational

BYU chaplain.

R e q u i re m e n t s

Whethe r on or off cam pus, all students are  expected  to

abide by the Honor Code, which also includes: the

Academic Honesty Policy, the Dress and Grooming

Standards, and the Re sidential Living Standards.

LDS students must fulfill their duty in The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, attend Church

meetings, and abide by the rules and standards of the

Church on and off campus.  Students who are not

members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints are also expected to maintain the same

standards o f conduc t.  They are en couraged  to

participate in services of their preferred religion.

W it h d ra w n  E c c l e s ia s ti c a l E n d o rs e m e n t

A student’s endorsement may be withdrawn at any

time if the ecclesiastical leader determines that the

studen t is no longe r eligible fo r the end orsem ent. 

Students without endorsements, except in unusual

circum stances, m ust disco ntinue e nrollme nt. 

Excommunication, disfellowshipment, or disaffiliation

from Th e Churc h of Jesus C hrist of Latter-da y Saints

results in the withd rawal of the stu dent’s endo rsement.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns: 
• 4440 WSC• (801) 378-2847 •hco@byu.edu• 

•www.byu.edu/honorcode•

THE CIRCLE OF HONOR

I have been asked 

what I mean by m y word of honor.  

I will tell you.  

Place me behind prison walls– 

walls of stone ever so 

high, ever so thick, 

reaching ever so far  into the 

ground–there is a 

possibility that in some way or 

another I may be able 

to escape, but stand me on 

that floor and draw 

a chalk line around me and 

have me give my 

word of honor never to cross it.  

Can I get out of 

that circle?  

No, never!  I’d  die first!

- KARL G. MAESER


